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Summary 

 
The proposed changes to the Arkansas Department of Education Rules Governing the Teacher 
Excellence and Support System are made to implement Act 1091 of 2015 and to make technical 
corrections to the rule.   
 
Highlights of the changes include: 
 

“Student Ordered Assessment Rank (SOAR)” is removed from the rules in several 
places to implement new language from Act 1091 
 
Section 4.10.2.3 – allows a teacher in a digital learning environment to be observed 
through the use of appropriate technology  
 
Sections 4.19 and 4.20 – add definitions for “Professional Development Plan” and 
“Professional Growth Plan”  
 
Section 4.22 – redefines “Statewide assessment of student achievement”  
 
Section 6.0 – clarifies that the annual overall rating is used in both a summative year and 
an interim appraisal year, and what the rating is based on 
 
Section 6.02.2 – clarifies the calculation for the performance rating in an interim 
appraisal year 
 
Section 6.03 – states that until rules are adopted concerning student growth measures, a 
student growth measure will not be included in the annual overall rating 
 
Section 7.0 – changes the summative evaluation cycle from three (3) years to four (4) 
years  
 
Section 7.07 – amends language concerning external assessments and the use of artifacts  
 
Sections 7.09.2 and 8.01.5.1 – amend language concerning informal classroom 
observations  
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