 Request for Exemption - Separation by Gender in Child Nutrition Programs
[bookmark: _GoBack]United States Department of Education (ED) guidelines specifically allow for the approval of gender-separate instruction at public primary and secondary non-vocational schools that could take a variety of forms. It is important to emphasize that since the general rule is that gender separation during meal service is prohibited, a co-educational school may not use limited ED approval of gender-separate instruction to justify blanket gender separation during meal service. Limited exemptions in such situations must be expressly approved by FNS.

State agencies may approve exemptions allowing separation by gender during a Child Nutrition Program meal service for participating SFAs, without express prior approval from FNS, in limited circumstances.

Indicate which circumstance is the basis for the request:
_____  Meal service at religious institutions operating under the dictates of the religion with which they are affiliated. 
_____  Meal service at juvenile correctional facilities where combining members of the opposite gender would present a potential safety risk. 
_____  Meal service at facilities that fully separate by gender as part of their normal operations (for example, gender-separated summer camps). 

Specific Site:  ____________________________________________________________________________
Why is separation by gender necessary?  ______________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
District Name:  ___________________________________________  		LEA #:  _______________
Superintendent Name:  ____________________________  Signature:  ______________________________

Send request to:	Suzanne Davidson, Director
Child Nutrition Unit, Arkansas Department of Education
2020 West 3rd Street, Suite 404
Little Rock, AR  72205

~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~	~

_____  Request Approved, Expiring on ___________________________. Or

_____  Request Denied

_____________________________________		________________________
Suzanne Davidson, Director, Child Nutrition 			Date


