The purpose of this memo is to provide information on recent United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) policy changes in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) that affect the implementation of the Seamless Summer Option (SSO).  
SSO was designed for School Food Authorities (SFA)/Local Education Agencies (LEA) to provide free meals over the summer months in low-income areas during the traditional summer vacation period and, for year-round schools, school vacation periods longer than 10 school days.  
Meal Pattern Requirements – SFA/LEAs operating a SSO should follow meal pattern requirements in effect for the previous school year. 
            Lunch Pattern
            Beginningin summer 2013, SFA/LEAs choosing to offer the SSO                           are requiredto follow the new meal pattern as described in 7 CFR 210.10 for             the NSLP. 
Breakfast Pattern

New breakfast meal pattern is being implemented in SFA/LEA’s next school year and is not required for SSO in summer 2013.  
Any additional changes by USDA to the NSLP meal pattern and the implementation of the School Breakfast Pattern (SBP) will be effective after SY13-14 ends; in the summer of 2014.
Age/Grade Group Requirements
SFA/LEAs offering the SSO should make every effort to follow the age/grade group requirements.  However, SFA/LEAs operating open and restricted open sites having difficulty implementing the age/grade group may use the single age/grade group meeting the minimum meal pattern requirements for the MOST COMMON age/grade group attending a school or non-school site, e.g. K-8 at lunch.  Use of the K-8 age/group will require a reasonable written justification for the need to adjust the age/grade group requirement.  For example, a justification of age/grade grouping may read:  Based on past site participation, students eating at this site range from estimated age of ___ to ___, although meals are available for ages 6 weeks to 18 years old with portion sizes adjusted accordingly.    This written justification must be included with the SSO Schedule C-13 as an addendum to the Agreement and Policy Statement, if applying for SSO after March 29, 2013, for Summer 2013. For SFA/LEAs already approved for SSO Summer 2013 a copy of the written justification must be placed with the required on-site review and Schedule C-13 and available for the Arkansas Department of Education, Child Nutrition Unit (ADE, CNU) administrative review.  
These meal pattern accommodations only apply to open and restricted open sites where meals are served to all children in the community on a first come/first served basis.  All other sites that serve an identified group of students, including closed enrolled sites and camps, must follow the age/grade group requirements outlined in 7 CFR 210.10 and 7CFR 220.8.
Six (6) Cents Certification
For SSO, the additional reimbursement of six (6) cents per lunch is available for SFA/LEAs certified to be in compliance with the new school meal patterns and nutrition standards.
 
2012-2013 Free Reimbursement                          2.86
Commodity Value                                                      .2225
Six (6) Cents if Certified                                            .06
Total Possible SSO Lunch Reimbursement         3.1425
For additional information on USDA policy changes regarding Seamless Summer Option for the National School Lunch Program please refer to SP 32-2013 – 2013 Edition of Questions and Answers for the National School Lunch Program’s Seamless Summer Option, at
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/Policy-Memos/2013/SP32-2013os.pdf.
For questions regarding Seamless Summer Option and related USDA policy changes, contact Patricia Winders, Donna Ratliff or the SFA/LEA’s area specialist at (501) 324-9502.

